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A team of twelve from the YMCA 
Sierra Leone headed by the Pro-
ject Manager of the European 
Commission funded  Youth  Pro-
ject, Mr. Moses Johnson left the 
shores of Sierra Leone for Liberia 
on an exchange visit from the 9th 
–13th June 2010.  

The main focus of the visit was to 
support the youths of Liberia re-
view the status of the national 
youth policy, understand the set-
backs and lobby for the passage 
into law and discuss other key 
issues affecting young people with 
relevant government authorities 
for redress. Activities also in-
cluded  a radio talk show on is-
sues affecting young people in 

both Sierra Leone and Liberia on 
what is being done to address 
them by government and non gov-
ernmental organizations. 

On arrival in Monrovia, the team 
was taken on a conducted tour of 
the YMCA facilities at the YMCA 
National Headquarters by the 
Project Manager of   

Liberia, Mr. Timotheus 
Kamaboakai. 

During the visit the team 
met with their Liberia 
counterparts and had 
very fruitful delibera-
tions on the way forward 
for the passage into law 
of the draft national 
youth policy.  

The team and their Libe-
rian counterparts had a 
meeting with the Federa-
tion of Liberia Youths 
(FLY). The president of 
FLY in his address 
stated that he is longing 
for the day when youths 
from the Mano River Un-
ion basin will come to-
gether and discuss youth 
issues. He also gave an 
overview of the organiza-
tion highlighting their 
aims and objectives, mis-
sion and vision and cur-
rent efforts they are 
making to have their 
government pass into law 
the draft national youth 
policy. 

A live radio discussion 
was done over the na-
tional radio, Liberian 
Broadcasting Coopera-
tion (LBC) during their 
morning breakfast show. 

The program moderator was 
Isaac Lloyd. The Sierra Leone 
team was represented by Mr. 
Moses Johnson, Mr. Alphonso 
Manley (representing the 
National Youth Coalition) 
and Miss Sarian Taylor  
Youth Advocate representing 
Bo and Mr. Timotheus  
Kamaboakai represented the 
YMCA of Liberia.  

The youth advocates  met 
with senior Senator Lahai 
Lansana at the Capitol build-
ing the seat of the Liberia 
Legislature. The team visited 
Kakata at a meeting on local 
government engagement 
process. The Assistant Super-
intendent for Development in 
Kakata, Margibi County  was 
also in attendance and gave 
an update on development 
projects and plans for the 
county. 

The team also had a meeting 
with the Minister of Internal 
Affairs, Mr. Harrison S. 
Karnwea Snr. discussing 
youth employment issues. 
The Hon. Minister lauded the 
project as timely. In response,   
the former NGS of the YMCA 
Liberia Mr. Peter Kamai who 
was also in attendance solic-
ited government support for 
the project activities.  
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